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INTRODUCTION:

Which phrase do you prefer?

Free Will vs. Determinism Die by suicide Commit suicide Total

Free Will Count 10.000 6.000 16.000
* Free will belongs to the category of phenomena that are actively Expected count 6.500 9.500 16.000
discussed in scientific discourse but are neither verified nor % within row 62.500% 37.500% 100.000 %

proven false as people can overcome any obstacle they truly want
to. Free will is also studied in philosophy, neuroscience, and

bsychology (Dotsenko, 2021). Deteriminism Count 3.000 13.000 16.000
* Determinism is the thesis that evgry event is the effect of an a Expected count 6.500 9.500 16.000
past cause (Tll, 1992). % within row 18.750% 81.250%  100.000%

* The purpose of this study is to see if priming either free will or
determinism will impact a person's preference for either the phrase

"Commit suicide" or "Die by suicide". We would predict that Total Count 13.000 19.000 32.000
participants primed with free will items will prefer the phrase Expected count 13000 19000 32000

commit suicide while those primed with the determinism items wiill o
prefer the phrase "Die by suicide". % within row 40.625 % 59.375% 100.000 %

* The purpose of this study is to know how free will vs determinism
relates to the phrases, “Commit suicide” or “Die by suicide”.

Chi-Squared Tests
Value df P

RESEARCH QUESTIONS:

Will participants who are
primed with Free Will items
prefer the phrase “Commit

suicide” while those who are
primed with Determinism
items phrase “Die by suicide”?

6.348 1 0.012
32

Free WIll vs. Determinism and the Phrase "Commit Suicide" vs.
"Die by Suicide”
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RESULTS:

Chi Square Data analysis was used to analyze
the relationship between which survey was
taken and which phrase was preferred. There
was a significant relationship.
X2(N=32) =6.35, p = 0.012. Our results showed
the opposite of what we thought would
happen as we thought most people who took
the free will survey would prefer the phrase
“Commit suicide” over “Die by suicide”. But
Instead people who took the determinism
survey preferred the phrase “Commit Suicide.”

There is a relationship
between which survey the
participant takes and which

phrase they prefer.

DISCUSSION:

*  Our findings were not what we expected.
We believed that participants who took the
Free Will survey would predict for to choose

the phrase “Commit suicide” and vice
versa.

Contrary to previous literature (Dotsenko,
2021), we found that 62.5% of participants
who took the Free Will survey preferred the
phrase “Die by suicide” and 37.5%
preferred the phrase “Commit suicide.”
18.8% of participants who took the
Determinism survey preferred the phrase
“Die by suicide” while 81.3% preferred the
phrase “Commit suicide.”

This could be because of the participants
not being fully invested in the survey and
we had a small sample size.
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