
Bethel University Bethel University 

Spark Spark 

Seminary Faculty Publications Seminary 

2011 

A God of Faithfulness : Essays in Honour of J. Gordon McConville A God of Faithfulness : Essays in Honour of J. Gordon McConville 

on His 60th Birthday on His 60th Birthday 

Jamie A. Grant 

Alison Lo 
Bethel University, alison-lo@bethel.edu 

Gordon J. Wenham 

Follow this and additional works at: https://spark.bethel.edu/seminary-faculty 

 Part of the Biblical Studies Commons, and the Religious Thought, Theology and Philosophy of Religion 

Commons 

Recommended Citation Recommended Citation 
Grant, Jamie A.; Lo, Alison; and Wenham, Gordon J., "A God of Faithfulness : Essays in Honour of J. 
Gordon McConville on His 60th Birthday" (2011). Seminary Faculty Publications. 14. 
https://spark.bethel.edu/seminary-faculty/14 

This Edited Book is brought to you for free and open access by the Seminary at Spark. It has been accepted for 
inclusion in Seminary Faculty Publications by an authorized administrator of Spark. 

https://spark.bethel.edu/
https://spark.bethel.edu/seminary-faculty
https://spark.bethel.edu/seminary
https://spark.bethel.edu/seminary-faculty?utm_source=spark.bethel.edu%2Fseminary-faculty%2F14&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/539?utm_source=spark.bethel.edu%2Fseminary-faculty%2F14&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/544?utm_source=spark.bethel.edu%2Fseminary-faculty%2F14&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/544?utm_source=spark.bethel.edu%2Fseminary-faculty%2F14&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://spark.bethel.edu/seminary-faculty/14?utm_source=spark.bethel.edu%2Fseminary-faculty%2F14&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages


LIBRARY OF HEBREW BIBLE/ 
O LD TESTAME T STUDIES 

538 

Formerly Journal for the Study of the Old Testament Supplement Series 

Editors 

Claudia V. Camp, Texas Christian University 

Andrew Mein. Westcott House, Cambridge 

Founding Editors 

David J. A. Clines. Philip R. Davies and David M. Gunn 

Editorial Board 

Richard J. Coggins, Alan Cooper. John Goldingay, Roben P. Gordon. 

1 orman K. Goccwald. Gina Hens-Piazza, John Jarick , Andrew D. H. 

Mayes, Carol Meyers, Patrick D. Miller. Yvonne Sherwood 

. . .. 



J. Gordon McConville 



JJ I .C.P 
;J'!f; 

v.538 

A GOD OF FAITHFULNESS 

Essays in Honour of J. Gordon Mcconville on 
His 60th Birthday 

EDITED BY 

Jamie A. Grant, Alison Lo 

AND 

Gordon J. Wenham 

·" t&t dark 

. .. 



Published by T & T Clark International 
A Co111im111111 imprint 
80 Maiden Lane, ew York, NY 10038 
The Tower Building. 11 York Road, London SEI 7NX 

www.continuumbooks.com 

Visit the T & T Clark blog at www.tandtclarkblog.com 

All rights reserved. o part of this book may be reproduced. stored in a retrieval system, or transmitted 
in any form or by any means. electronic, mechanical. including photocopying, recording. or otherwise, 
without the written pcm1ission o f the publisher. T & T Clark International. 

© 201 I by Jamie A. Grant. Alison Lo and Gordon J. Wenham 

Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data 
A catalog record for this book is available from the Library of Congress 

ISBN: 978-0-567-26436-7 

Typeset by Pindar NZ, Auckland. ew Zealand 
Printed and bound in the United States of America 



CONTENTS 

List of Contributors 

A Tribute to J. Gordon McConville 

Publications 

Part I 
PENTATEUCH AND HISTORY 

Chapter I 
IMAGES OF GOD AND CREAT IO I GE ESIS 1- 2 
Karl Moller, University of Cumbria 

Chapter 2 
THE PASSOVER IN EXODUS AN D D EUT ERONOMY: 

A I TRODUCTORY EXA MINATIO 

Peter T Vogt, Bethel Semina,y 

Chapter 3 
THE U DERSTA DING OF THE NAZIRJTE VOW 

Christine Hahn, Universite de Geneve 

Chapter 4 
RHETORICAL, THEOLOGICAL A D CHRO OLOG ICA L 

FEAT URES OF EZRA-N EHEMIAH 
Herbert H. Klement, Staatsunabhiingige Theologische Hochschule 
Basel 

Part IT 
PROPHETS 

Chapter 5 
J UDAH AS I SRAEL IN EIGHTH-CENTURY PROPHECY 

H.G.M. Williamson, University of Oxford 

VI I 

VIII 

X 

3 

30 

46 

6 1 

81 



VI Contents 

Chapter 6 
P AUL'S SELF-U DERSTA DI G 11 THE LIGHT OF 
J EREMIAH: A CASE STUDY I TO THE U SE OF THE O LD 

TESTAME T I THE NEW T ESTAME T 
Hetty Lallema11, Spurgeon 's College, London 

Chapter 7 
' PROPHET TO THE NATTO S': M ISS IO AL REFLECTIONS 

96 

ON THE BOOK OF JEREMIAH 11 2 
Christopher J.H. Wright, International Director, Langham 
Partnership International 

Chapter 8 
REMNA T MOTIF I AMOS, MICAH A D ZEPHAN IAH 
Alison Lo, London School of Theology 

Chapter 9 
THE THREE SHEPHERDS: R EADING ZECHARIAH 111 

THE LIGHT OF JEREMIAH 
Michael R. Stead. Moore Theological College. Sydney 

Chapter 10 

Part UI 
POETRY 

THE GOLDEN CALF I THE PSALMS 
Gordon J. Wenham, Trinity College, Bristol 

Chapter 11 
THE HERMENEUTICS OF H UMANITY: REFLECTIONS ON 

130 

149 

169 

THE HUMAN ORIGIN OF THE LAMENTS 182 
Jamie A. Grant, Highland Theological College UHi 

Chapter 12 
' I WILL HOPE IN HIM ' : THEOLOGY AND HOPE I 

LAME TATIO S 
Heath Thomas, Southeastern Baptist Theological Semina,y 

203 



LIST OF CO TRJB UTORS 

Jamie A. Grant is Vice Principal of tbe Highland Theological College UHI, 
Dingwall, Scotland, where he also teaches Biblical Studies. 

Christine Hahn works in the Theology Faculty of the Universite de Geneve, 
Switzerland. 

Herbert H. Klement is Professor of Old Testament at the Staatsunabhangige 
Theologische Hochschule Basel, Switzerland. 

Hetty Lalleman is Lecturer in Old Testament at Spurgeon's College, London. 

Alison Lo is Lecturer in Old Testament at London School of Theology. 

Karl Moller is Senior Lecture r in Old Testa ment at the Un ivers ity of 
Cumbria. 

Michael R. Stead is Rector of St James Anglican Church, Turramurra, and vis
iting lecturer in Old Testament at Moore Theological College, Sydney. 

Heath A. Thomas is Assistant Professor of Old Testament and Hebrew at 
Southeastern Bapt ist Theological Seminary, Wake Forest, North Carolina 
and Fellow in O ld Testament Studies at the Paideia Centre for Public 
Theology in Ontario, Canada. 

Peter T. Vogt is Associate Professor of Old Testament at Bethel Seminary, 
St. Paul, Minnesota. 

Gordon J. Wenham is Emeritus Professor of Old Testament at the University of 
Gloucestershire and research supervisor in Old Testan1ent at Trinity Coll~ge, 
Bristol. 

Hugh G.M. Williamson is Regius Professor of Hebrew at Oxford University, on 
the facul ty of the Oriental Institute, and a Fellow of the British Academy. 

Christopher J.H. Wright is the International Director of the Langham Partnership 
International which is based in London but works throughout the world. 

. ·, 



A TRIB UTE TO J. GORDON M CCONVILLE 

The idea of dedicating a Festschrift to Gordon McConville on the occasion of 
his 60th birthday came to mind in the summer of2007 and work on this proj
ect has been continuing ever si nce. The age of 60, to some people, may seem 
a bit ' young ' to merit a Festschrift. However, we hope that this volume will 
serve as a stimulus to encourage Gordon to continue his sign ificant contribu
tion to biblical scholarship while still in the first flush of youth! This collection 
incorporates 12 essays written by his colleagues, friends and fom1er research 
students, addressing key interpretative issues in Pentateuch, History, Prophets 
and Poetry. The breadth of subject-matter discussed in this volume merely 
reflects Gordon's own wide-ranging research interests. 

Now is not the time for a comprehensive biography of Gordon 's life but 
a brief sketch w ill bring out something of Gordon's various 'personae' as 
scholar, colleague, teacher and friend. Gordon was born and raised in Lurgan, 
Northern Ireland. He and his wife Helen have four grown-up children and are 
now at the stage of enjoying the fun o f being grandparents. After studying 
Modem Languages (French and Gem1an) at Cambridge (Emmanuel College) 
and Theology at Edinburgh (New College), Gordon undertook PhD studies at 
Queen's University, Belfast, focusing on cul tic laws in Deuteronomy. A little
known fact is that Gordon McConville was Gordon Wenham's first doctoral 
student (the first of many, it has to be said!). In Wenham's eyes, Gordon was 
'a very diligent, thorough student, who did not require much guidance, j ust the 
sort you need when you are supervising the first time'. After earning his PhD 
degree, Gordon taught Old Testament at Trini ty College, Bristol ( 1980- 89) and 
Wycliffe Hall in Oxford (1989- 95). 

To deal with their growing number of research students in OT, Gordon 
McConville was invited to join the Theology and Religious Studies Department 
of the University of Gloucestershire (formerly Che ltenham and Gloucester 
College of Higher Education) as a Senior Lecturer in 1995, becoming Professor 
of Old Testament Theology in 2002. It was in Cheltenham, at the University of 
Gloucestersh ire, that ' the Gordons ' (Wenham and McConville) came to work 
together as colleagues. During the late 1990s numbers of research students in 
Cheltenham were well into double figures, making it one of the largest groups 
of OT research students in the UK. Looking back, Wenham comments, 'I never 



A Tribute to J. Gordon McConville IX 

remember any awkwardness in him as a colleague. He was always helpful and 
obliging. He even took over two of the students who did not like my style of 
supervising and guided them to a successful conclusion '. 

O ver the past 30 years, Gordon has successfully supervised more than 
20 PhD students to completion. Each of these graduates can testify to Gordon's 
tireless efforts in mentoring, advising and guiding them to successful comple
tion. We firmly believe that he has set an example worthy of emulation through 
his own disciplined research, his unyielding integrity and his determination 
never to shirk the difficult questions of biblical investigation. As a teacher. he 
was always available to give wise counsel, to discuss research or to brainstorm 
ideas, and his academic rigour was always matched by a gentleness, kindness 
and graciousness of personality that made up for the copious amounts of ' red 
pen' . Gordon's scholarship is also marked by a strong degree of humility. He 
openly (and, sometimes, generously) comments on how much he learns from his 
students. And this will ingness to listen and openness to new perspectives builds 
a bridge of friendship that is often missing from the doctoral supervisor-student 
relationship. His sense of humour is dry and witty and his students have found 
in Gordon not only an excellent teacher and mentor, but also a firm friend. 

The title of this volume, A God of Faithfulness, comes from Gordon 's 
'be loved' Deuteronomy (Deut. 32.4). It is this God who is always the cen
tral focus of Gordon's life, as family man, scholar and churchman. Gordon 's 
desire to respond to the faithfulness of God is revealed in his own devotion to 
scholarship and in his desire to fulfil this ca lling by bringing greater light to ou: 
understanding of the Scriptures. The way he has touched and inspired many 
lives to this end leaves a lasting legacy. With gratitude for his contributions to 
biblical scholarship and in anticipation of the fruit that his current and future 
endeavours will bear. we dedicate this Festschrift to Gordon McConville . It is 
but a small token of our sincere appreciation for his writing, teaching, friend

ship and support throughout the years. 

Jamie A. Grant 
Alison Lo 

Gordon J. Wenham 
Easter 20 I 0 
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